The following summarizes the rules one follows in choosing cases:
(1) Exclude all forms of middle-ear affection, especially mild degrees of Eustachian tube obstruction, i.e. treat the catarrh.
(2) Exclude syphilis.
(3) Exclude all organic disease of the central nervous system-cerebral tumours and tumours of the acoustic nerves; affections of the medulla, e.g. bulbar paralyses.
(4) Exclude otosclerosis. (5) Exclude in young persons all foci of toxic infections-teeth, sinus suppuration, tonsils.
(6) The cases left after these exclusions may be considered due to affection of the internal ear and their treatment consists: (a) In giving various drugs, 'e.g. luminal, gardenal, bromides, quinine, potassium-iodide. (b) When these have failed, the question of operation on the labyrinth should be seriously considered, and then only if the unaffected ear hears reasonably well.
It is evident that the cases coming to operation will not be large in number; but those who submit to operation may be told that the operation is entirely without risk, and that the probability of cure of the vertigo is very great. In three of these four cases the operation has been successful in that the patients are cured of the vertigo. In the fourth case the patient (2.5.34) had an attack of vertigo and vomiting on 17.3.35 and of vertigo and nausea 21.5.35. The canals have been destroyed, as shown by the absence of vertigo and nystagmus on application of the cold-water test. As there was a middle-ear discharge twenty-eight years ago, there may have been an ascending degeneration of the vestibular nerve. Tinnitus which has lasted for longer than a year is difficult to cure, even if the cochlea is destroyed and this is presumably because of an ascending degeneration of some of the fibres of the cochlear nerve. In the same way, perhaps, it may be difficult to cure vertigo of long duration for the same reason.
IV 
WRIGHT.
Mrs. M., aged 52. Left-sided tinnitus since the age of 18. Attacks of vertigo with vomiting for five years, with, on one occasion, an epileptiform attack with loss of consciousness. The right ear is normal, but the left showed a moderate degree of perceptive deafness, the conversation voice being heard at three feet. 30.5.35. Under general anesthesia, 1 c.c. of absolute alcohol, coloured with methylone blue, was injected by puncturing through the intact membrane and footplate of the stapes.
Discussion.-Mr. SYDNEY SCOTT said that it had been his misfortune, in his own early cases when he had injected alcohol, to meet with two types of mishap, and these had made him more and more conservative.
